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Sen. Michael Nozzolio said he hoped intervention by Gov. Andrew Cuomo would avoid a prolonged court battle over Congressional lines.

“We hope that the Senate and Assembly can come together and agree on a fair plan,” Nozzolio said. “We certainly hope that the Senate plan prevails, at least the majority of it, but we’re certainly willing to negotiate and those talks will ultimately include the governor because we very much want to have his approval on what’s ultimately decided.”
Cuomo said in a radio interview this morning that he expects the redistricting process to slow down now as the spotlight shifts to the court-appointed special master charged with taking on the Congressional lines.

Republicans are most likely under pressure from national Republicans to keep at least some of the seats safe for their fledgling incumbents elected in 2010 and 2008. Nozzolio, the Senate leader for the lawmaker-driven commission known as LATFOR, said in an interview that he hopes Cuomo and lawmakers can come to some sort of an accord on the lines in order to take it out of the hands of the judge.

“That happened in ’02, ’92 and ’82 all three of those redistricting cycles,” he said.

But it is unclear when the revised Assembly and Senate lines will ultimately be released. Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos said earlier today that he expects at least some of the Senate Democrats drawn together would be “uncoupled” in the new drafts.

“We need to have an agreement on these plans and that an agreement needs to have the governor’s blessing as well,” Nozzolio said.
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